
 

 

Happy New Year to all our arts and culture enthusiasts. 

MAC INC. is off and running again with many exciting activities planned for 2015. We have 

some wonderful new programs and welcome back some favourite events such as the St 

Kilda Film Festival, Numurkah Celtic Lake School and the In the Bin Film Workshops. Our 

arts and cultural organisations are also busy planning their events and exhibitions and we 

look forward to supporting these over the next 12 months. 

We hope you enjoy our January edition please feel free to forward on to your networks.  



St Kilda Film Festival 

 

Due to the positive feedback about this event MAC INC is pleased to announce we have 

secured a second visit from the St Kilda Film Festival. 

Held in June last year, over 100 people attend the evening enjoying a rare opportunity to see 

contemporary Australian Films including two films made in Shepparton and Dookie. 

The Film Festival will take place on Friday June 26 at the Yarroweyah Hall. 

Tickets go on sale in May with details to follow.  

Should you like any further information please contact Executive Officer Marilyn Gourley on 

58719 279 or email: mgourley@moira.vic.gov.au 

Numurkah Celtic Lake School  

 

MAC INC. is pleased to welcome back to our Shire Felix Meagher and his band of tutors 

from the Koroit Lake School, a fantastic program that has been running now for 16 years. 

The Numurkah Celtic Lake School will again bring music to our streets.  

The Lake School tutors bring with them a wealth of knowledge and experience in teaching 

music by ear called the Suzuki method.  

The workshops run from Friday16,17 & 18 Oct 2015. 

The lessons begin on the Friday afternoon followed by an evening welcome session. 

Morning and afternoon classes will be on offer Saturday with a final concert on the Sunday 

afternoon which includes a performance from the students. 

 

Those wanting to take part in lessons simply nominate which instrument they would like to 

learn when they register. Students need to bring their own instruments. Lessons available 

this year include Tin Whistle, Ukulele, Bodhran, Fiddle, Mandolin, Dancing, Singing and 



more. Also our kids program will be great fun with Celtic themed arts, crafts and activities 

offered. On the Saturday night we hold the Ceilidhe, a traditional evening with singing, 

dancing, poetry and music for all.  

 

Costs for the 3 days are $110.00 per adult $75.00 per Child and $300 per family with entry to 

the events and sessions a gold coin donation. 

 

Registration and ticket information is available by phoning the Barmah Forest Heritage and 

Information Centre on (03) 5866 2289 

 

Any further enquires please contact  

MAC INC’s Executive Officer: 

Marilyn Gourley on 58719 279 or email: mgourley@moira.vic.gov.au  

Or Project Officer Lonnie O’Dwyer on 58719 419 or email lodwyer@moira.vic.gov.au 

 

Short Film Workshops to Revisit Moira  

 

MAC INC. is excited to welcome back to Moira Shire Jed Cahill from In the Bin.  

In the Bin is a touring film festival and includes short film making workshops.  

The workshops give people the opportunity to learn all aspects of short film making with all 

equipment supplied. This opportunity has limited spaces so bookings are essential. The 

program is open to all the community.  

 

The program will commence from 2 to 16 August 2015. It will be held in four different venues 

to be confirmed across the Shire.   

A screening of all workshop participants’ films on the final day will take place at Cobram 

Civic Centre where family, friends and whole community are welcome to come along for a 

fun evening.  

 

The program is a 3 day workshop and includes an introduction to filming, and editing 

followed by script writing, capturing film, editing your own film and finally adding sound 

effects and subtitles. 

 

Participants can also take part in learning how to capture film for green screens and the use 

of the editing program and cameras. 
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This program is an opportunity not to be missed; prices are $200.00 per adult and a discount 

to those with a student card.  

 

If you are interested in film making or know someone who is, spread the word.  

 

Any further enquires please contact MAC INC’s Executive Officer Marilyn Gourley on 58719 

279 or email: mgourley@moira.vic.gov.au or  

Project Officer Lonnie O’Dwyer on 58719 419 or email lodwyer@moira.vic.gov.au 

 

Barry Vs Kelly 

 

MAC INC is pleased to support a wonderful play on tour in regional Victoria called Barry Vs 
Kelly. The play will take place in the Tungamah Soldiers Memorial Hall on Friday February 6 
at 7.00pm.  
 
Barry Versus Kelly is a play with music by Felix Meagher (with additional music by Lou 
Hesterman) about the trial and execution of Ned Kelly in November 1880.  It focuses on the 
confrontation between Ned and the Judge, Sir Redmond Barry. 

Barry, whose harsh sentencing of Ned's mother Ellen to three years goal in 1878 sparked 
the Kelly Outbreak, is haunted by Ned's last words to him "I will see you where I go".  Barry 
is fiercely determined to see Irish rebels like Ned Kelly punished, but he fears he might be 
making a martyr out of Ned.  
 
Declining in health and suffering delusions, Barry wrestles with his conscience and the fears 
that his family in Ireland sees him as a traitor. Meanwhile Ellen Kelly, on the day before the 
hanging, sings to Ned that he is the Loyal Son.  Barry finally signs the papers that condemn 
Kelly and in a dying speech asks that his family be told that "I took a rebel with me." 

Tickets are $25.00 BYO Drinks and Nibblies  
Please phone Melanie O’Shanassy on 0431 157 342 
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Successful Small Grants 
 
Congratulations to the individuals and organisations that were successful in their application 
to our Small Grants Scheme for November 2014 – April 2015. 
There are many exciting initiatives spread across the shire which is great to see.  
The successful applicants include:  
 
1.Simon Marks Music for the Barmah Markets Free Open Air Concert. 
2.Yarrawonga College Parents & Friends Association- Community WW1 Diorama 
Mosaic Project. 
3.Katamatite Lions Club- Wedge Tail Eagle Sculpture Project. 
4.Yarrawonga and Border CWA- A Literary Weekend. 
5.Melanie O’Shanassy – Barry Versus Kelly Play 
6.NADDCO – Bardi Gras 
7.Rotary Club of Numurkah- 35th Annual Arts & Crafts Exhibition. 
8.Moira Contemporary Quilters- A weekend workshop with Caroline Sharkey. 
9.Cobram U3A – Cultural Tour  
10.Yarrawonga Neighbourhood House Inc.- Creative Textile Art Workshops. 

 

 
Congratulations to Nathalia Lions Club, local artist Glenda Cornell and her band of 

dedicated, hardworking artists who once again delivered the successful Nathalia Arts 

Windows. This year saw over 400 artworks exhibited in street shop windows and the 

Barmah Forest Heritage & Education Centre. This exhibition is unique because of the 

opportunity to view the artworks 24hours daily.  

The opening of the Exhibition was held at the Barmah Forest Heritage & Education Centre 

on Friday 5 Dec and was well supported with over 120+attendees. The Exhibition also 

proved successful for participating artists with over 28 paintings being sold. It is estimated 

that the event also attracted over 3000+ people to the town over the Dec – Jan period. 

Moira Arts and Culture Inc. and Barmah Forest Heritage & Education Centre had pleasure in 

assisting with this great community arts initiative and look forward to continuing this support. 

The exhibition was open: 5 Dec – 30 Jan 2015. 

 

 

 

 



A Literary Weekend with Rosalie Ham in Yarrawonga 

 

Australian novelist Rosalie Ham will be the guest speaker at Yarrawonga & Border’s CWA 

2015 Literary Luncheon being held on Sunday March 15, 2015.  

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear one of Australia’s best writers speak. 

Rosalie’s first novel The Dressmaker is now a major motion picture starring Kate Winslet, 

Judy Davis, Hugo Weaving and Liam Hemsworth, along with many other Australian stars, 

which will premiere October 1st, 2015. This event is to support CWA’s Untold Stories 

Project. 

The Dressmaker was an unprecedented success for a first novel, and continues to be a 
popular book club choice. Rosalie has won many awards including, Film Art Media (2010) 
Finalist, State Library of Victoria's Most Popular Novel (2007) Shortlisted, The Christina 
Stead Prize for Fiction (2001) Shortlisted, Book of the Year Award - Booksellers Association 
(2001) Featured, CAE Book Club List, Prescribed, VCE Literature List, Bestseller, The Age 
Fiction List. Also Rosalie will also run a master class on Saturday 14 March from 1.30pm. 
For tickets please phone Terry 03 5744 3933 or 045 879 8077  
 

The Blockies 

  

This Exhibition is curated by the Barmah Forest Heritage & Education Centre and is a 

successful recipient of a MAC Inc. Small Grant. 

“ Following World War 2, The Commonwealth and State Governments were anxious to 

repatriate returned servicemen and develop the Australian economy. In Victoria, Les 

Simpson was appointed to head the Soldier Settlement Commission.  

Mr. Simpson was determined that the mistakes of WW1 repatriation not be repeated and 

along with the commission set down strict guidelines for the acquisition of land for the 

returning servicemen. Land was purchased by the government and divided into “blocks’ and 

then the long process of selection began. 



The settlers or “Blockies” as they came to be known passed stringent assessments to be 

granted their block. It was an anxious time for the serviceman applying for blocks. Some had 

to apply several times before being accepted. 

A feeling of camaraderie was soon established as “The Blockies” worked to assist each 

other as they set up their farms. 

They carved out a new life for themselves and their families and adapted to a life on the land 

after war. Blood sweat and tears was the order of the day as the “Blockies” and their families 

struggled to establish their farms against harsh conditions. 

Victoria’s Soldier Settlement Scheme is recognized as the most successful settlement in 

Australia. 

This is their story………………..” 

Exhibition Dates: 3 Feb – 29 March 2015 

Venue: Barmah Forest Heritage & Education Centre, 33 Blake Street Nathalia 3638 VIC 

Exhibition Opening 6
th

 Feb at 2pm. Officially opened by Mr Phil Hawkey 

All welcome and please bring a special memory to share. Please RSVP to Jenny / Kym 03 

58662289 by 3 Feb for catering purposes. 

Regional Arts Fund 

If you’re looking to get your regional arts project off the ground, the Regional Arts Fund may 

be just the thing for you.  Applications for Project Grant funding are now open, and close on 

16 March 2015 for projects commencing after 1 July 2015. 

Our team of Creative Arts Facilitators will also be running a series of information sessions 

throughout Regional Victoria in the coming weeks so keep your eye on this web page for 

further details. 

Applications for SAM's 2015 Sidney Myer Fund Australian Ceramic Award 

Open Friday 30 January! 

Shepparton Art Museum is proud to announce the Sidney Myer Fund Australian Ceramic 

Award (SMFACA) will now be a $50,000 acquisitive prize awarded to one of five shortlisted 

Australian artists, with applications opening on Friday 30 January 2015. 

With $50,000 in prize money, the SMFACA cements its place as the premier Australian 

acquisitive ceramic art award. Following on from the successful 2012 Award which featured 

outstanding exhibitions by Kirsten Coelho, Alexandra Standen and Michal Fargo, the 

SMFACA continues to be at the leading edge of presenting contemporary ceramic practice. 

Want to know more about being part of this Award? Watch a vignette of the 2012 SMFACA 

winner, Kirsten Coelho.The 2015 SMFACA exhibition will be held at SAM from 22 August 

to 22 November 2015, with the formal exhibition opening, prize announcement and seminar 

held over the weekend of Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 August 2015. Be sure to add 

these dates to your calendar in advance!   

For further information on the SMFACA and on how to apply, click here. 

Entries close on Friday 20 March 2015, 4pm EST (Eastern Standard Time). 
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Events and What’s On 

Rotary Club Of Numurkah 35th Annual Art and Craft Exhibition 
6th to 9th March 
Renowned artist Barbara McManus has been confirmed as judge of the Rotary Club of Numurkah 

35th Art & Craft Exhibition. The exhibition to be held over the weekend 6th to 9th March. Barbara is 

one of Australia's very well known and sought after pastel and oil artists. She is highly regarded for 

her impressionistic work in both figure and character studies which feature prominently in her 

work.Pictured is Dandenong Creek, one of Barbara's recent artworks that won the pastel prize at 

several exhibitions. 

 Cobram and District Artists Society Inc 

Cobram and District Artists Society Inc members gather at the Barooga Community Hall, 62 Banker 
Street, Barooga, from 10am until 3pm each Thursday. The gatherings allow members the 
opportunity to utilise their skills and work on pieces or art either for their own enjoyment or sale For 
more information on the Cobram and District Artists Society Inc, or becoming a member, please 
contact Cobram and District Artists Society Inc secretary Lorraine Saltmarsh by email at 
lmsaltm@gmail,com. 
 

Moira Film Group  
The Moira Film Group shows a film every third Wednesday of the month at the Yarroweyah Hall 
from 1.30pm.For more information, please contact Maureen McKinnon by telephone on  
(03) 5872 2414. 
 

The G.R.A.I.N.S.T.O.R.E 
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Benalla Art Gallery  

Reuben Paterson - Thanks Darkness 
17th Dec 2014 - 15th Mar 2015  

 
 
Simpson Gallery Reuben Paterson is a dynamic artist known for his creations in glitter and 
diamond dust.  His shiny dazzling paintings are provocatively titled and ‘painted’ entirely in 
glitter.  Paterson is heavily influenced by his Maori heritage and his earlier works draw from 
this ancestry combining traditional pattern and design with contemporary media.  Image: 
Reuben Paterson. 
Click Here For More Information  
http://www.benallaartgallery.com/exhibitions 
 

Wangaratta Art Gallery 
 
SYNTHETICA 7 Feb - 15 Mar 2015 

 A BLINDSIDE & NETS Victoria touring exhibition 
Immerse yourself in a fantastical world with Synthetica, presenting sumptuous experimental 
works by seven of Victoria’s most cutting edge contemporary artists. Synthetica is not for the 
fainthearted - the artists have been selected for their visually charged and hypnotic imagery. 
Expect an experience that smacks of the strange, with pulsing machines and courageous 
forms brimming with life and wonder.  
Image right: Bonnie Lane, Make Believe (2012), detail, video, image courtesy of Artist and 
Anna Pappas Gallery, © Bonnie Lane 
http://www.wangaratta.vic.gov.au/recreation-leisure/art-
gallery/exhibitions/exhibitions.asp 
 

Shepparton Art Museum 
Benwell/Halpern 
Saturday 31 January 2015 - Sunday 13 December 2015  

 Image: Stephen Benwell, Vase (detail) 1994 Stephen Benwell and 
Deborah Halpern are ceramic artists who were particularly celebrated and prolific throughout 
the 1990's, and who continue to make work and exhibit today. Uniquely, the Shepparton Art 
Museum has collected each artists' work consistently throughout their careers, enabling this 
spotlighted showcase. Click here For More Information: 
http://www.sheppartonartmuseum.com.au/exhibitionprogram/ 
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